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IMA, Skip Barber join forces to provide new karting scholar ship opportunity

SARASOTA, Fla. (Nov. 12) - The International Motorsgoficademy (IMA) announced a partnership with the
Skip Barber Racing organization that will see IMA’s Hestt racers win scholarships to the annual Skip Barber
Karting Scholarship Shoot-out. IMA, based in Sarasota, &fers a unique full-time kart racing school
curriculum.

“We now have bridged the gap between IMA karting and forroais," says IMA owner & founder Jean-
Sebastien Sauriol. "We are delighted to partner with s prestigious name in motorsports."

Scholarships will be awarded to the two most promisimgeksi following two separate "IMA Karting Shoot-
outs Presented by Skip Barber," to be held in 2009. Kartkrsowpete to win a Skip Barber Three Day
Racing School combined with the entry fee into the annualBkiper Karting Scholarship Shoot-out. The
Skip Barber Shoot-out awards more than $130,000 in scholaesdtipirae, including the grand prize of nearly
$50,000 to compete in the BFGoodrich/Skip Barber National Regtby Mazda, courtesy of the
MAZDASPEED Motorsports Development ladder system (SkigpoBato Star Mazda to the Atlantic
Championship Powered by Mazda).

Skip Barber President and COO George Ayres said, "$afiasinique karting program is a great fit with our
ongoing and expanding karting initiative. We obviously want tatgbie best and brightest karters to the Skip
Barber system and the MAZDASPEED ladder, and our Shoas ol best avenue for young karters serious
about moving up to race cars."”

In addition to IMA's full-time kart racing school curricuthe partnership reinforces its position to become the
leader in young kart-driver training. “Our alumni are aiyeanaking names for themselves. In the Skip Barber
F2000 Regional Race Series, Dennis Trebing won the last tmos®f the Southern Series. He started karting
with us just two years ago," says Sauriol, a former B&ber instructor. "There's also Jack West, wholigils
second at the Rotax Nationals presented by Mazda.”

The IMA shoot-out will follow Skip Barber's successful shoot-format, with the main difference being the
drivers competing in karts rather than the Skip Barber F&fi@@ula cars. Competitors will be observed by a
panel of judges from the motorsports community, includinglees from the Skip Barber organization. “We
hope to attract karters from all around the world fonyngears to come for this unique career advancement
opportunity offered by the Skip Barber organization," Sasays.

IMA offers a full-time kart racing school curriculum in cawption with Bradenton Preparatory Academy,
the world leader in educating athletes such as tennis ledgeabsi, Sharapova and Williams. Pro-level
coaching is also available daily in preparation to the uptmpilorida Winter Tour. IMA also offers daily kart
racing school programs for children age 5 to adult. Feenmgo go towww.imaracing.conor call
941.726.1722.
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